BINGO Variations 
Calvin Campbell 


I’m sure that almost everyone here knows a dance routine to BINGO. If you don’t or need 
a refresher, click_here for a video.. 





Most of the time when | use this dance, it’s at parties that include adults and children. It’s 
either at a party with mixed ages of people or at a father/daughter dance. This usually means | 
want to keep the adults and children together. I.e., | do not want to separate starting partners. 


BINGO is a good dance, and in schools they usually use it as a mixer. Here is a way to 
use it as a Big Circle Dance without changing partners. First, | stand in the middle of the big 
circle with a wireless mic and sing the words without recorded music. | want everyone to sing 
with me. 


| have the dancers form a circle around me, with their adult partners, and then only Circle 
Left as they sing the first part of the song. This would be during the first 16 (32 steps) 
measures. When they get to the B-I-N-G-O part | have the small children walk toward the 
middle of the circle letter by letter. On the “O” they run back to their adult partner. 


The game between me and the children is (as they come closer and closer) for me to cover 
my head like I’m hiding or to pat the heads of the closest children. They giggle and think this is 
great fun and it is. 


Occasionally, I'll ask the adults to walk to the center of the circle instead of the kids. | even 
pick out some adult to pat on the head. The children think the is great. 


Sometimes, | have them Circle Left for measures 1-8 (16 steps) and then reverse and 
Circle Right during measures 9-16 (16 steps). 


It’s a good “ice breaker” to show the children that you are willing to play with them rather 
than just call to them. 


Additional Comment 


| like your variation on this classic play party dance. Instead of circling left for so many 
steps, you could start out with a ‘promenade your partner’ for 16 steps, then circle left on “B-I- 
N-G-O etc and Bingo was his name Oh’ then have the children walk to the center as they spell 
“B —1—N-—G-—O?’ then run back to parent and begin the promenade. That’s very close to the 
original way I’ve done it for years. | like your idea of not making it a mixer, especially when 
every young children are involved. 


